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AN EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR
IS
THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE...
CATCH THE WAVE

180 days of school is the norm for American School children. However,
with the continued publicity that students from other industrialized
nations are out performing our students on math and scernce tests, it s
e for the American school system, and the public at large, to take a close
look at how little ime our children spend in the classroom.

AVERAGE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DAYS PER YEAR
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
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Congress Year Round School
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1986-1987
Jyuly Avgust Sentember
M T w T F M T w7 F M T w T F
* z Z * & 1 2 (2 3 4 3 8
2 A o B ) ] 7 8§ g g 0 1 12 13
A5 45 4R af 4L 13 14 15 18 B 17 18 12 20
-2 #8524 25 260 e 20 21 22 23 24 25 28 a7eT
ARG VY 22 2r 28 ;| N g -
¢ Crganization Day
- Intersession {} Laber Day - Paid Hodiday
* First Student Day FT - ParenvTeacher Conierences
- intersassion
Qgiober Novemper Qegemper
M T w T F M T w T F M T W T F
+ 2 g8 - 1 2 3 4 5 g
7 8 g 10 11 4 5 § 7 8 g 10 11 42 48
14 15 18 7 18 17 12 13 14 15 4T 2 % 80
21 - 2ax 25x 18 920 21 2 8 0 o2 g £ &
2B~ 2 3t 25 26 27 28 29# 3
- intersession { ) Thanksgiving-Paid Holiday — intersession
X WEAC Convention Days # Non-Work, Non-Paid Day
+ Second Trimester Begins
nyary Eabrugry March
M T w T F M T w T E M T W T F
* 2 3 3 4 3 8 7 3+ 4 5 8 7
5 7 a g 0 10 T 13 14 0 I s . 1 13 14
13 14 15 16 17 17 18 18 20 21 7 18 18 2 21
o8 21 2 23 24 24 & 28 Z7 28R 24 25 2831 Z7FT £8
Z 2B 28 B N =t
- intersession A Record/Staff Planning Day - Thirg Trimesier Segins
# M.L King Day, Nen-wark Nor-Paid Day FT Parent/Teacher Cont.
3i Staft InserviceMo Students
- |mersession
April -May —dune
M T W T F M T W T F M T w T F
+ 2 5 1 2 2 3 4 3 g
F 3 8 B = 3 8 7 8 g g ottt 12 48
e %5 18 17 18 12 13 e 15 18 % 1T B 18 2
21 2 2 24 25 18 20 27 2 22 Z 24 2% 28 2
28 2 28y 27 28 2 30R
-~ iNtersession {Y Memonat Day, Pag Hofiday #® Recoros DayNo Studems
Teacner Cay: (Banking incluced) 7:358-2:28 Stugant Day, 7:a0-2:20
21



OFFICE OF GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Central Services Buiiding

£225 West Viiet Street

£ 0O Box 2181

Mitwaukee, Wisconsin 53201-2181
Phone: 414-475-8731

Fax: 414-475-8270

. MILWAUKEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

May 1, 1997

Senator Cal Potter
Chairperson

Senate Bducation Conumittee
PO Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707-7882

Dear Senator Potter:
Re: Opposition to SB 90 (Labor Day Mandate for Schools)

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to testify against SB 90 during the public hearing last

week. The legislation jeopardizes the implementation of the new MPS two year calendar; prohibits
Congress Year Round Schooi from having a year round calendar; and stifles innovative year round
and extended year school programs.

As promised, enclosed is the school year calendar for Congress (which will complete 1ts first year
in June) along with inforration about the program. The principal, Mary Beth Minkley, mentioned
some noticeable changes to me. First, parental involvement, participation and positive interaction
with staff increased. The number of students sent to the office for discipline decreased. Finally,
there i1s greater staff satisfaction and more time available for planning and other actvities.

Turge vou to vote no on SB 90. If you would like to visit Congress Year Round School, please
comntact me.

Sincerely,

Mickey Beil
Governmental Relations Specialist

MB/dz
Enclosure

C:  Senate Education Committee Members
Mary Beth Minkley, Congress Principal
Russ Whitesel, Legislative Council
Senator Brian Burke, Co-Chair Joint Finance Committee
Representative Scott Jensen, Co-Chair Joint Finance Committee



WISCONSIN

PHONE: 608-257-2622 « Fax: 608-257-8386

7

ASSOCIATION OF
SCHOOL BOARDS

April 24, 1997

Sen. Kevin Shibilski
Room 402

100 N. Hamilton St.
Madison, WI 53707-7382

Dear Sen. Shibilski:

This morning I checked with the Minnesota School Boards Association on their law requiring
schools to start after Labor Day. Although their legislative staff were at the state capitol, I
was able to get some information from their legal staff.

Minnesota passed this law sometime in the late 1980’s or early 1990’s. Minnesota’s law has
a waiver provision. The person that I spoke with said that a school district needed to ask
either the State Board of Education or the State Legislature for a waiver from this law (the
legal staff member that I spoke with could not remember specifically which entity needed to
grant the waiver). Every year there are about 8-10 requests for such waivers. Many of these
requests focus on specific situations involving school building/remodeling projects that
require a change in the calendar.

The legal staff that T spoke with did say that there currently is a bill working its way through
the Minnesota Legislature that would exempt all school districts in the state from this law for
the next two years, because of how late in the week Memorial Day will fall during these two
years. There was agreement on this bill from both the Minnesota School Boards Association
and all of the associations representing tourism industries. However, some local tourism
operators did not know what their associations had agreed to and are now a little upset. The
bill is expected to pass.

If you have any questions, or need any additional information please feel free to contact me
at (608) 257-2622.

Sincerely,

R S
L

Bill Cosh
Legislative Services Coordinator

cc: Sen. Calvin Potter

" 122 W, WASHINGTON AVENUE, MADISON, W1 33703 Kin COLE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



= | The University of Wisconsin System
Office of the President

1720 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 -
(608) 262-23271 FAX (608) 262-3955

April 17, 1997

Senator Calvin Potter, Chairman
Senate Committee on Education
160 N. Hamilton St., Suite 407
PO Box 7882

Madison, W1 53707-7882

Dear Chairman Potter:

Establishing a date for the beginning of the school year has been the subject of
legislation for many years. Now, Senate Bill 0, which is scheduled for a public hearing
on April 23, 1997, would prohibit the start of the school year until after Labor Day in
public schools. While SB 90 does not currently include the University of Wisconsin
System, previous legislation has included University students. The position of UW
students, staff and the Board of Regents on this issue has remained constant over the
years. In short, academic calendars should be determined on the educational needs of
students rather than the needs of the tourism industry.

In 1985, when the tourism industry was lobbying for a mandated post-Labor Day
start, the current September 1 date was imposed on the University System as a
compromise. This mandate has created scheduling problems for students in years in which
Labor Day occurs “late.”

The UW academic calendars should allow for a reasonable balance in the length of
each semester. This provides for equal coverage of subjects, keeps credit hours
comparable, and ensures that in sequential courses, the initial semester adequately
prepares students for the following semester’s course work. Regent policy has set 34
weeks of instruction for students, with each semester averaging 17 weeks. In years when
Labor Day is late, less than 16 weeks remain before Christmas. Requiring a post-Labor
Day start makes two even semesters divided with a break at Christmas, impossible to
achieve. The practice of extending the first semester beyond the Christmas holiday has
virtually been abandoned by all of America’s universities.

The result of mandating a late academic start date would be to force students to
have final exams after the Christmas holiday. Then, after finals, students would have a
semester break in the middle of January. For students wishing to travel home for the
holidays and semester break, double travel expenses would be incurred.




2

The alternative to postponing final exams until after Christmas would be to shorten
the fall semester and lengthen the spring semester. A shorter fall semester would
academically shortchange students. Students taking a given course in the fall should
receive the same amount of instruction as students taking the same course in the spring.
Continuing the fall semester beyond the holidays also creates a problem for students
transferring in to, or out of, UW System institutions. The vast majority of other post-
secondary institutions use the regular semester calendar.

Additionally, delaying the start of classes until after Labor Day would create new
problems at the end of the academic year. Forcing a later graduation date could place
students at a disadvantage. Students graduating in mid-May have a competitive edge in
the job market compared to students who graduate in June. The current calendar also
benefits students seeking summer employment in such areas as agriculture, tourism and
construction.

Only a small fraction of UW students work in the tourism industry. However, the
UW currently recognizes and allows for students who need to work over the Labor Day
weekend. Students are not penalized for missing classes if they have to work over the
Labor Day weekend. The UW also accommodates students by beginning registration in
the spring and allowing students to add courses early in the fall semester.

I hope you find this information helpful as the Senate Commuttee on Education
considers SB 90 and you will oppose new start date requirements on the UW System,

Sinée}ely,

H
H H

il
N AT,
Katharine C. Lyall
President

ce: Education Committee Members
Regent President Mike Grebe
Vice President David Olien
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AFT/AFL-CIO

Fed‘cfation of

isconsin

MARY ANN BRAITHWAITE, President

I eac' lers 1334 APPLEGATE RD, « MADISON, WI 53713-3184 » (608) 277-7700 + (800) 362-7390 « FAX {608) 277-7708
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¢+ Graduate Assistants
* Higher Eg

Testimony
Mary Ann Braithwaite, WFT President
Opposed to SBYSO
to
Senate Education Committee
April 23, 1997

The Wisconsin Federation of Teachers strongly opposes SB90, requiring that no public

school

may commence its school term until after Labor Day.

Do we really want to send the message that tourism is more important than
education in Wisconsin? That we are more concerned about having adequate numbers
of burger flippers, bed changers and young customers for certain parts of our tourism
industry than we are in education? Any academic change should come from an
academic rationale.

Do we helieve in local control in Wisconsin or don’t we? Who knows their
communities better than their school boards and the teachers who work there?

Talk about unfunded mandates! Why should school districts all over the state have to
juggle their academic and extracurricular calendars to accommodate a business need in
only a few parts of Wisconsin? Madison and Milwaukee wouldn’t benefit from SB90, but
their programs will be forced to fit a problem in Wisconsin Dells. Forcing the school year
into June would be one result, yet who will pay to air condition older Wisconsin schools
to make it possible for education to go on in them in hot weather?

We keep hearing over and over that even though Wisconsin is among the top states in
the country in the quality of our public education, that isn’t good enough: we need to
compete globally. We need to have the best educated work force in the world. While we
know we're all way above average here, it’s hard to believe that we can be the world’s
best with 180 days of instruction, while the world standard is 240 or more. SB90 would
prevent districts and their teachers interested in a longer school year, perhaps even
year-round schooling, as is being tried in other states. In the long run, SB90 will drag us
toward mediocrity if we ignore the national and international trends to longer school
years.

Wisconsin is facing a labor shortage as far into the future as anyone can see, We
need to make the most of the population we already have. Clearly the 180 day school
year is not enough to prepare some students for the world of work. We can't afford to
waste any of our potential talent. Who knows what proposals may be negotiated in the
future? But surely, it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to recognize that more education in
the summer would surely help many students. Do we really want to toss away this
potential for a few more full beds and eaten burgers around Labor Day?

NORHONDAKENSBIO.TES

"K-12
*PERP

* State Employees

*WTCS



SB90 School Open?ﬁméwDate ]
TESTIMONY

Senate Education Committee
i April 23, 1997

i The Wisconsin Innkeepers Association, a non-profit trade association representing over 1,000 hotels, motels, resorts, inns
and bed & breakfasts throughout Wisconsin, encourages the Senate Education Committee to support SB90, a bill which
aliows local school boards to establish K-12 school starting dates anytime after Labor Day.

——

SB30 takes into account the following important facts:
Public survey polls have found that the general public overwhelmingly prefers schools to start after Labor Day

—

" Other midwestern states require school openings after Labor Day
ﬁ " Local school boards would still have the full power to control

- The exact starting date (anytime after Labor Day)
- School ending dates
- Vacation dates
H Teacher in-service dates
Teacher convention dates

& " The quaiity and quantity of education would not be impacted, as the number of total school days remains the same

* Students sitting in classrooms without air conditioning should have less discomfort and distraction by scheduling
to coincide with Wisconsin's natural weather pattern.

A4 ettt C—— e

From a Wisconsin business perspective, SB90 also makes sense:

" The tourism industry is one of the top three industries in the state, with travelers spending aver $8 bilfion in
Wisconsin in 1996 alone. Why is this important to anyone outside the tourism industry? The revenue generated
by the tourism industry in state sales tax, which subsidizes many non-tourism related programs, was $268

f million in 1995. When the tourism industry improves, so does available funding for state programs.

" The tourism industry is not allowed to achieve it's ful potential with current pre-Labor Day School Starting Dates
due to

- Loss of family vacation business at the end of August
Reduction in available employees

" The school starfing date after Labor Day would improve the profitability of the tourism industry, which in turn wil
increase sales tax revenue to the state for important programs and services

SBI0 offers a practical solution to a business problem that does not hurt the education of our students and can even heip
the state. Please support SBYO.

Submitted by:‘

Jeffrey Machut Trisha A. Pugal, CAE
1937 Legisiative/Tourism President, CEQ
Committee Chairman

i

|
Wisconsin Innkegpers Associationes09 West Wisconsin A venue, Suite 729 Milwaukes Wi 53203 |
% AIL271-2851+FAN 414271-3050E-Mail wia @execoc.comeeb Site WWW.I0dlging-wi com lf
L m%m Wl - W — mapp—— — ey ol |




SB 90
Senate Education Committee

Wednesday, April 23, 1997
9:00 a.m.

My name is Paul Endres with the Department of Public Instruction. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify. The department is testifying in opposition to AB 90.

1.

2,

Sixteen (16) districts started school after Labor Day of the 1996-97 school year.

This shows that school boards are willing to listen to the community and start after
Labor Day if they believe it is in the best interests of the comImunity.

The start of the school year has always been a local control issue. This bill would
take away that power.

Starting school after Labor Day may become an issue in negotiations for other
concessions which could be cost items for school districts.

There may be additional costs to school districts for added heating or cooling costs
depending on when the days would be held.

There may be additional transportation costs to school districts for private schools
which would not be bound by this proposal.

Starting school after Labor Day may have an impact on the number of kids
participating in extra curricular activities.

AB 39 proposes “no snow” days, which coupled with this bill could extend a school
year well into June.

Expanding the school year has been suggested in the past and although not
adopted would be in conflict with this proposal.

10. What about other legitimate interests or businesses that could ask for other

periods of time that school should not be held such as Thanksgiving season, holiday
shopping season, spring break, spring planting season, fall harvest and ete.
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